
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Our riding season has started and in a fantastic way!  Chapter 1I had a great Valentine’s Ride and 
you all came out and supported them very well.  It was obvious that the chapter worked hard 
together to get a great venue again this year, good food, great door prizes and wonderful support 
by the vendors.  The Gold Angel performance was a special treat and Jerry Cowan IS crazy (Lois 
how does he think up those moves?) and so is John when he stands between the bikes, that is 
trust!  So thank you Chapter I and all those that supported them for starting our riding season out 
with full steam! 
 
The Rodeo Round Up is off with full steam as well.  There have already been chapter visitations 
and game pieces collected.  In support of the game, District is going to add a little extra 
component…for those who attend each chapter meeting in their area, north or south, your 
Chapter Director will submit your name to us and you’ll be recognized at the District Rally and a 
special pin awarded.  For those of you who attend every chapter north, south and central, your 
Chapter Director will submit your name to us and you will be awarded a different special pin at 
the District Rally.  Yes, you could be awarded both pins.  We want to recognize those who are 
making a special effort to visit with each chapter and make new friends.  This is making a 
difference one member at a time! 
 
In the last issue, we introduced you to the District Officers.  Now we’d like to introduce you to 
our very important staff and tell you a little about what they do.  The most visible to many of you 
is our District Store.  Bob and Barb Dowdy (CA1L) have taken the reins of the store.  The 
District Store supplies the Chapter Stores with those items that come from National and some 
special items that we have made at a District level.  Members can buy directly from the District 
Store when we are out at an event, but usually you will buy from your Chapter Store.  We only 
bring the district Store “out” at the District Rally and the Officer’s Meeting. 
 
Very hard working staff members are Chris and Pam Ferris (CA1L) who head up the 
Membership and Retention.  They receive the raw membership data from National; they put it 
into the Chapters and then send it out to the Chapter Directors to be disseminated out to the 
Membership Coordinator of your chapter.  The new members are highlighted so the Chapter can 
contact those folks and invite them to participate and also those who have expired to invite them 
back.  This is a huge undertaking and Chris has done a phenomenal job making sense of the data 
and putting it into a workable format!!!  This is a critical part of our staff and our chapters so se 
continue to grow and prosper one member at a time. 
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You always keep your money close to you but as with a Chapter, The District Director can not 
hold the checkbook.  We are fortunate to have Elaine Archer (CA1F) close to us and she is tight 
with the money (but if anyone sees her with new emeralds, please let us know ☺).  Seriously, 
Elaine is an awesome treasurer and we are fortunate the she wanted to serve! 
 
Behind the scenes and yet their work is very visible are the district Newsletter Editor, Crystal 
Rush (CA1F) – also Assistant District Director, and the District Webmaster, Mike Burke (ACD 
from CA2N).  Both positions are critical to the communication link between District and the 
members.  This article is sent out to the Chapters, but also put into the District Newsletter, which 
is then posted on the District Website.  Crystal and Mike do an awesome job coordinating the 
information that we feel is important to get out to you. 
 
Our Public Relations Coordinators are Bill and Rene Johnson (CA2K), our Assistant District 
Directors.  They did a great job getting awareness of our District Rally out to the area and will be 
working again this year to do the same.  If you have contacts with the media, let’s get those 
names to Bill and Rene so they can make contact.  Wouldn’t it be great to see a story about Gold 
Wings on TV or in the newspaper?  Let’s all make that a goal for the year, okay? 
 
Near and dear to our heart is the Couple of the Year and Individual of the Year Program and 
heading that up is last years District Couple, But and Mary Brinker (CA1F).  Their passion for 
the program will bring us a great competition this year, but more importantly than the 
competition is a chapter recognizing members for their outstanding contribution to the chapter.  
That is what the program is all about.  The COY program goes up to National, the IOY only to 
District level.  There seems to be confusion about the IOY program and who really qualifies and 
that is part of the reason that it stops at District now.  To be qualified, an individual is either 
single or married but their spouse does not participate with a Chapter or GWRRA.  That doesn’t 
mean you never see the spouse, you may on occasion, but for the most part it is just one spouse 
that attends.  Our District IOY, Steve Damico is married.  Usually you see Steve with his son, as 
his wife isn’t crazy about riding.  You do see Steve’s wife on occasion, but participation with 
GWRRA is really Steve’s thing not hers. 
 
Our Couple of the Year is Sue and Rich Blackburn.  Sue and Rich have served their chapter in 
almost all positions from CD right on through.  Both Sue and Rich and our IOY Steve (all are 
from CA1M) are great ambassadors for GWRRA! 
 
Crystal Rush heads up the Leadership Training Division.  She shares my passion for teaching 
and assisted me with the Horizons Program in Elko, N last year.  We will be putting on the 
Horizons Program in California this year.  The program is a leadership program but it also 
teach3es you more about yourself and how you interact with people and it teaches you about 
GWRRA.  It’s a program originally designed for those who wanted to be CD’s but is now open 
to so this important information is shared.  The main cost to the program is the hotel room, but 
when you talk to the graduates you’ll hear it is well worth it.  So look for the program this year 
and come join us. 
 
We are pleased to introduce the newest members of our staff, Joel and Marti Winkler (CA1I) 
who are our Medic/First aid Training Coordinators.  They are very versed in the field, Joel is on 
Ski Patrol and Mountain Rescue and Marti is a RN.  They love to share their knowledge and are 
available to t3each at your chapters, just contact them for their availability.  Welcome guys! 
 
Queen Mum Joyce Elmore and her bodyguard Rick Elmore will head up the Social Calendar and 
make certain we get to all of the events this year.  This should keep her busy ☺!!! 



 
The last two positions are critical to the District Rally.  Suzanne Layman (CA1F) has proven 
herself invaluable when it comes to setting up schedules.  She coordinates all the classes and 
events so we can offer the most to you in the time we have together.  Janice Allen (CA2W) is a 
vendor so she knows what vendors are looking for.  Together we will bring you a great vendor 
lien-up this year and we are looking forward to working with Janice so the experience will be 
awesome for the vendors and for you. 
 
So this is your hardworking staff.  They keep the State going and help your Chapters in the areas 
where they are responsible.  We hope that knowing a little more about how the State works 
you’ll understand more about this fantastic organization GWRRA! 
 
 
 

 
Till next time…all aboard the Full Steam Team! 
Anita and JR 
California District Directors 
 

 
 
 
 

Greetings from Lady Riders! 
 

 
My name is Pat Bennett from CA1D.  My husband Art and I are 
co ACD's for our chapter, and I'm also the newsletter editor.  I 
have been recently appointed as the Coordinator for CA Lady 
Riders.  (My "baby" is a 2004 Shadow Aero VT 750)  I have a 
ride planned for Sunday, April 29, with the start location TBA.  
That information will be in the April newsletter.  I will include 
local motels and restaurants, for those who live out of the start 
area and want to begin the day refreshed and alert.  Hopefully 
the weather will cooperate, not too hot and not too cold, and 
DRY! 

 
I'm still looking for a few good women to ride with us!  I have an old roster, and if you want to 
email me (or phone) to see if your info is current, please do!  Our email is BennettAPA@aol.com 
(please put GWRRA-LR in the subject line) and the home phone is 714-761-4455, usually after 6 
p.m.  I look forward to hearing from you! 
  
Pat Bennett 
Lady Rider SIG 

Southwest 
Region F 

The Official 
Publication of 

GWRRA 
California 

District 



 
Random Ramblings 

John Maguire 
 

The Adventures of Tom Turkey 
 

It all began very innocently.  But at twelve inches high, one pound in weight 
and mostly brown in color, Tom Turkey has become an integral part of our 
chapter and my life.  

 
Tom came to us as a mascot of sorts to compliment our chapter’s monthly 
“Turkey Awards”.  Any ill-timed comment or bone-headed action, which is 
witnessed by a chapter member, can end up with the person being awarded 
the “Turkey Award” for a month.  Earning this distinction entitles the 
awardee to carry Tom with him (or her) for the next calendar month. The 
winner is also entitled to a turkey pin, which is proudly (?) worn on the 
chapter vest for all to admire. Subsequent awards earn an additional hanger bar, which is then 
added to the original pin. While voting is not normally a part of GW chapter life, the Turkey 
Award honoree is decided by popular vote of the chapter members.  
 
I lived life within chapter I for a number of years and had only been voted to care for Tom a 
couple times. Call it skill if you wish, but I think luck probably had more to do with it than 
anything else.  The first time was, perhaps, a fluke. Nothing of any great consequence.  The 
second time, well, I probably deserved it.  
 
But in the past two years I have been voted Turkey Caretaker of the Month Five times! At first, 
when it seemed to me a “common theme” might just be reflected in the fact that I often had this 
Foul Fowl residing in our extra bedroom for weeks at a time.  How could I possibly be so 
careless as to have caused this overwhelming popularity with a mechanical bird? 
 
Oh sure, I will admit that I DO have a problem remembering persons names. But come on!  
Lorine/ Lorraine, Don/ Dan, Jay/Dale, Denese/Cindy?  Yes, they ARE similar sounding….Ok, in 
a few cases, the persons named actually look a lot alike….(to me).  And don’t believe for a 
moment the rumor that I call my wife “Baby” because I can’t remember her name 
is……er………Debi.   
 
I think it’s about time my chapter realized that I’m working with a bit of a handicap. After all, 58 
years old is a difficult time for many men. Things don’t work like they used to.  Not 
remembering friends and relatives names is a great way to meet new and interesting people!  
Sure they may have been my friend or relative for a number of years, but what’s life if you can’t 
take a joke anyway?  Besides, even if I can’t remember your name, I’m pretty sure you’re a 
friend or someone I grew up with.  And that means I’m not out there talking to and playing with 
strangers and that would make my mother very happy.  (What was her name again?) 
 
Green Lights and Open Highways 
 
John Maguire  

 



 
  
 

 
Editor’s Comments 

by 
Crystal Rush 

 
 
Another month has come and gone without a ride on my 
magnificent machine.  Chapter I had a fantastic ride and we thought 
it was going to rain and opted to take the “cage”.  The day turned 
out beautiful and I was wishing I was on two wheels but hey, better 

safe than sorry is my motto.  I hope all of you had a wonderful Valentines Day and remembered 
to tell your loved one just how much you really love them.  (Hey – I’m female….I get the luxury 
of getting mushy ☺). 
 
I really enjoy all the rain we’ve been having lately, being a Midwest girl and all, but with all the 
riding ahead of us I’m hoping for some of that good ‘ole California sunshine.  It can rain in the 
middle of the week but when weekends roll around LET THERE BE SUN! 
 
We’re now looking at St. Patrick’s Day and lots of fun coming our way.  Chapter M’s bake sale 
is coming up ….. Del is there a lot of green food, there is actually a ride on St. Patrick’s Day 
(Chapter S) and at the end of the month we will once again be heading for Beatty, NV for 
Chapter R’s Rally in the Valley.  Wouldn’t it be fun to create a Sea of Green for Chapter S’s 
ride?  I have a challenge for you cows and zebras…..can you find something with green spots 
and stripes?!  I’ll be looking for the green, I’ve been told I pinch pretty good so be prepared. 
 
As many of you know I do massage for a living and I look forward to my weekends when I can 
take a break, climb on my Wing and forget about every day life.  I’m sure most of us, that are 
still working, enjoy our rides for the same reason.  My ride is my way to unwind but I still realize 
I have to be alert and aware of my surroundings.  I guess what I’m really trying to say is: you are 
all my family - I expect to see you arrive at all destinations safe and sound.  If you feel tired or 
not quite yourself, please DO NOT get on your bike…a hotel room is cheap in comparison to the 
consequences of riding when you’re not 100%!  Ok, that’s my sermon for this month.  Have a 
great month and I’ll see you soon. 
 
Crystal J. Rush 
Assistant District Director 
Newsletter Editor 
 
 
Remember:  Life should NOT be a journey to the grave with the intention of arriving safely in an 
attractive and well preserved body, but rather to skid in sideways, chocolate in one hand, coffee 
in the other, totally worn out and screaming “WOO HOO WHAT A RIDE!” 



 
 
 
 
 

District Directors Anita & JR Alkire 
jralkire@cox.net 

H: 619-741-8893 
C: 858-922-2251 

Assistant District Directors 
-North 

Bill & Rene Johnson 
Bill_johnson@gwrraca2k.org 707-429-2920 

Assistant District Directors 
-Mid 

Larry & Donna Pickens 
res0rlsy@vverizon.net 661-726-5145 

Assistant District Director 
-Coastal 

Ken Freeland 
kjfreeland@aol.com 818-764-2296 

Assistant District Director 
-South 

Crystal Rush 
crystal@infinite-healing.net 619-334-2574 

District Educators Rod & Jane McLaughlin  

Assistant District Educators North Open  

Assistant District Educator 
South 

Mike & Elma Maury 
mmaury@san.rr.com 858-485-7216 

 Leadership Training Crystal Rush 
crystal@infinite-healing.net 619-334-2574 

Membership & Retention 
Coordinators 

Chris & Pam Ferris 
chrisferris@bigfoot.com 805-938-0385 

District Store Manager Bob & Barb Dowdy 
mcbob@charter.net 805-462-1140 

Medic First Aid Training OPEN  

Webmaster Mike & Ruth Burke 
Mburke24@sbcglobal.net 209-536-1318 

District Treasurer Elaine Archer 
Toody99@earthlink.net 619-258-0808 

Couple of the Year/IOY 
Coordinators 

Bud & Mary Brinker 
Bigredwing96@aol.com 619-562-5868 

Couple of the Year/IOY 
Coordinator open  

Couple of the Year 
2006-2007 

Rich & Sue Blackburn 
n6tax@aol.com 951-785-5658  

Individual of the Year 
2006-2007 

Steven Damico   
sdamico59@yahoo.com 909-391-4021 

Public Relations 
Coordinators 

Bill & Rene Johnson 
gwrraca2k@sbcglobal.net 707-429-2920 

Newsletter Editor Crystal Rush 
crystal@infinite-healing.net 619-334-28 

Queen MUM , Director of Social 
Events and her Consort 

Joyce & Rick Elmore 
jelmore@cox.net 858-748-1385 

Trike SIG Representative Diedre Tucker 
diedretucker@comcast.net 562-421-1212 

Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
California District Staff website:  http://www.gwrra-ca.org 



Lady Riders SIG 
Representative 

Pat Bennett 
BennettAPA@aol.com 562-522-4455 

Rally Vendor Scheduler Suzanne Layman 
suzshark@san.rr.com 858-541-1176 

Vendor Coordinator Janice Allen 
academykid@attbi.com 559-299-1403 

 
Chapter Meetings & Locations 

 
Meeting Date & 
Time   
 

C h a p t e r 
 

Chapter Director  
 

E-MAIL  
 

Meeting Location  
 

3rd Sun.Breakfast, 
8:00am, Meeting, 
8:45am 

CA-C Neal Graham & Ginny 
Allison  (916)-454-5290 

   nealbear@surewest.net Denny's , 
7900 College Town Dr, 
Sacramento  (916)383-
7071                                 
                        

  1st Saturday 
Brkfst 8:30am, 
Meeting 9:14am 

CA1A Larry & Donna Pickens 
(661) 726-5145 

 

res0r1sy@verizon.net  Greenhouse Café 
1169 Commerce Center 
Lancaster, CA  (661)723-
3522 
 

3rd Sunday 
8:00am   

CA1D Tim McShane 
626-945-3386 

timmcshane90706@att.n
et 

Paramount Elks Lodge, 
8108 E. Alondra Blvd. 
Paramount  (562)633-
1804 

 
2nd Saturday 
8:00am Bkfst 
8:30am Meeting  

 

CA1F 
 

Robert & Eileen Callaway 
858-581-3317 
 

rcallaway@san.rr.com   Broken Yolk Café 1851 
Garnet Ave.  San Diego, 
(Pacific Beach) 92109  
858-270-9655 

 
1st Sun. 8:30  
Brk. 8:00 

CA1I John & Debi Maguire         
(909) 947-6996 

jemaguire@verizon.net Covina Bowl 
1060 W. San Bernardino 
Rd. 
Covina, CA  91722 
(626) 339-1286 

Last Saturday 
8:30 am   
breakfast  
9:00 am meeting 

CA1K J. David Gilman 
(818) 362-8925 
 

jdgilman@aol.com Lulu's Café 
16900 Roscoe Blvd.    
Van Nuys , CA 91406 
(818)988-0707 

 
2ndSaturday 
7:30am breakfast 
8:30 meeting 
 

CA1L 
 

Richard & Deborah 
Rowley 
(805) 489-1502 

 

rdrowley@aol.com 
 

International House of 
Pancakes, 212 Madonna 
Road, San Luis Obispo, 
 CA    

 
2nd Sunday 
8:00am breakfast, 
Meeting at 
9:00am 
 

CA1M 
 

Del & Joanne Britton 
(951)485-1866  

 

deljowinging@adelphia.
net 
 

San Bernardino  
Elks Lodge #836 
2055 Elks Drive 
San Bernardino 

 



3rd Sat, 
7:00am breakfast 
8:00 am meeting  
 

CA1N 
 

Gary & Kathleen 
Andrews 
(760) 741-8230 

 

eztonail@cox.net 
 

Grandma BB's 
539 Vista Bella in 
Oceanside  (760)757-
8777 

 
2nd Sunday 
7:30 Breakfast, 
Meeting 8:00am  
 

CA1Q 
 

Bob & Carolyn Montez 
(714) 750-6067 

 

montez@pacbell.net  
 

Hof's Hut, 7005 Knott 
Ave.  Buena Park  
(714)521-3920 

 
1st Sunday 
7:30am breakfast 
8:00 am meeting  
 

CA1R Ray & Nancy 
Martin(714) 971-7443  

 

nancyanray@aol.com 
 

Knowlwood Restaurant 
14952 Sand Canyon, 
Irvine (949)857-8927   

 
3nd Saturday 
8:00 am breakfast 
8:30am  
meeting 
 

CA1S 
 

Troy & Cindy Shipp  
(805) 680-5071 

 

troy@craftsmanshipp.co
m 
 

Carrow's         2401 
Harbor Blvd. Ventura.   
(805)643-1390 

 
3rd Sunday 
7:30 breakfast 
8:00 am meeting 

CA1V Karl & Lois Chavarria 
(760) 244-4919 

 

chavarriakarl@hotmail.co
m  
 

Coco’s                               
15570 Park Ave  
Victorville, CA 92392  
760-241-9467 

 
1st Sunday 
8:30am 

CA1Y Shelley Zimmerman 
(805) 735-2192 

 

bszimm@msn.com Bakers Square  
936 North H Street  
Lompoc, CA 93436  
805-735-8330 

 
1st Saturday 
8:00am breakfast 
9:00 Meeting  
 

CA1Z 
 

Bob & Su-Lin Sutherland  
(951)-506-4666 

 

chichiron@adelphia.net   Home Town 
Buffet, 40390 Margarita 
Rd, 
Temecula , 92591 
(951)694-1116 

 
1st Saturday, 
Brkfst at 7:00AM, 
Meeting at    
8:00AM    
 

CA2A 

 

Joe Akkerman (559)-594-
5046 

 

namrekkaja@aol.com 

 

Neilson's Restaurant, 137 
South M St., Tulare 
(559)688-8563 

 
4th Saturday 
8:00 am breakfast, 
9:00 meeting 
 

CA2G Barry Cannon 
(916) 786-6654 

 

bcannon1019@comcast.
net 
 

Peachtree Restaurant, 
1080 N. Beale,  
Marysville, 95901  
(530)743-4918 

 



2nd Saturday, 
Breakfast  
8:30am, Meeting 
9:00am 
 
 

CA2J 
 

Barry & Aylesa Bullock 
(925) 777-1804 

 

barrybullock@sbcglobal.
net 
 

J. J. North's 
2050 Diamond Blvd. 
Concord, CA 94520  
(925)685-1886 

 

4th Sunday 
8:00am breakfast 
9:00am meeting 
 

CA2K 
 

Bob Clouse & Barbara 
DeLaney (707) 678-2379 

 

gwrra-
ca2k@earthlink.net  
 

Jack & Linda's Country 
Cafe, 2390 N. Texas St. 
Fairfield, CA (707)425-
1442 

 
2nd Saturday 
8:00 am breakfast 
9:00 am meeting 

CA2N Nick & Terri Riolo, (209) 
462-6122 

 

nickxter@velociter.net  
 

"Your Place" family 
restaurant, 14715 Mono 
Way, Sonora, CA 
(209)588-1261  

 
 3rd Saturday 
8:00am 
Breakfast,8:30 
Meeting 
 

CA2Q 
 

Dale Croy (925)828-7126 

 

croy@pacbell.net 
 

Mimi’s Café          4775 
Hacienda Dr Dublin, CA 

 1st Saturday, 
breakfast 9:00am 
meeting, 10:00am 
 

CA2R 
 

Pat & Wendy O-Keefe 
(831) 646-9815 

 

pmokeefe@sbcglobal.net 
 

SANG's 
131 Main Street 
Salinas, CA, 93901 
831-424-6012 
 

2nd Saturday 
9:00 am 
Breakfast, 10:00 
am meeting 

CA2S Jim & Sherry Carr 
(408) 923-0740 

Supervalk1@aol.com  Carrow's, 3180 El 
Camino Real.  Santa 
Clara, CA (408) 246-
6027 

 
1st Sat. 9:00am,  
Brk. 8:00 am 
 

CA2W Terry & Susanne Zane 
(559) 432-5405 
 

mammothman@sbcglob
al.net  

Home Town Buffet 
458 W. Shaw Ave 
Clovis, CA 93612 
559-323-4557  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sunday MON TUE WED THU FRI Saturday 
    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

 

11 
CA1M 

Bake Sale 

12 
 

13 14 15 16 17 

CA1S 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Ride 
23 24 18 

 
 

19 20 21 22 

CA1R 
Rally in the Valley 

25 

CA1R 
Rally in the Valley 

26 27 28 29 30 31 

Sunday MON TUE WED THU FRI Saturday 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 
 

 

11 
 

12 
 

13 14 

15 
 

Rendezvous 
with Chapter Q 

16 17 

 
18 

 
 

19 20 21 

22 
 

CA1Y Tax Ride 
Lompoc 

23 24 25 
 

 

26 27 28 
 

Chapter V 
Destination Peggy 

Sue’s Diner 
29 30      

March 2007

April 2007


